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TAGS: SOPN, PINT, PEPR, PN 

YUBIECT: BROAD FRONT OF PROFESSIONALS' STATEMENT ON TREATY 

REF: PANAMA 2400 

1 . REFTEL (PARAS 5-7) REPORTED A WEEKEND COMMUNIQUE BY THE 
BROAD FRONT OF PROFESSIONALS (FAP) DEALING WITH THE TREATY 
ISSUE, PARTICULARLY THE DECONCINI RESERVATION. THE FAP WAS 
BEGOTTEN BY THE GOP LAST FALL AS A FOIL TO THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
MOVEMENT OF INDEPENDENT LAWYERS. THE FAP HAS HEWED FAIRLY 
CLOSELY TO THE GOVERNMENT'S "LINE". IT IS PROBABLY UNFAIR TO 
CHARACTERIZE FAP AS STRICTLY A GOP "FRONT ", BUT ITS 

RAISON D'ETERE IS TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. THIS DECLARATION, LIKE THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY AS A 

WHOLE CARRIES ENOUGH WATER ON BOTH SHOULDERS TO AVOID WHAT 
WILL EVENTUATE IF THE TREATIES ARE FINALLY APPROVED WITH 
DECONCINI UNTOUCHED. THE STATEMENT MAKES IT CLEAR THAT 
DECONCINI IS DETESTABLE, A THING AGAINST WHICH ANY PATRIOTIC 
PANAMANIAN WOULD OBJECT. BUT IT THEN STOPS SHORT OF 
SAYING THAT A TREATY WITH THIS IN IT MUST BE REJECTED 
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(OR THAT IT CAN BE ACCEPTED). IT WINDS UP MERELY 
ECHOING GOP CALLS FOR "SEEING THINGS CALMLY" AND 
AVOIDING PRECIPITATE ACTION. 

3. THIS STATEMENT SHOULDNOT BE READ AS INDICATING 
THAT AN IMPORTANT SECTOR OF PUBLIC OPINION IS EQUIVOCAL 
IN ITS REACTION TO DECONCINI. IT MERELY SHOWS THAT 
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SOME GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS ARE WILLING TO TAKE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ADVICE AND WAIT UNTIL ALL THE CARDS ARE 
DEALT TO DECIDE WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH THE GAME. 
JORDEN 
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